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Likely to be mmed
site
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State and federal officials say

Sthey expect the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency to list the
gjMolycorp molybdenum mine near
^Questa as a proposed Super fund
=tsile next month! . / .-- .
P Negotiations between the New
5 Mexico Environment Department .
Sand Molycorp that were. intended
°to reach disagreement on how to

clean up the 'mine without declar-
ing it a. Superfund site have, bro-
ken down, 'officials said. '.':; '• ' ;

Molycorp, which -has steadf ast-.'"
ly denied that' 'its milling opera- j

m tion contributes to the pollution of '
S the Red -.River "in "'T^oVCbunty,''*"
£ intends . .to ij fight'' janyV. proposed^'
£J Superfund'. designation in; court, .
g Mine Manager David Shoemaker'1.
S said Wednesday....:;-..; ..: , "V.V"!":-!'.
M Molycorp^has rained, moly.bde- ,
u! num' —.an, .element used-ip- steel -.v
m manufacture-— £ at the; site ,fpr'."

The. process is
/ likely to take
years and some
estimates of the

cost exceed
$100 million.

decades. Some 300 million tons of
waste rock are stored in piles at '
the site and.'some of the pile's
slope down toward the Red River.

If '-the mine site is ultimately
declared a-'.Superfund' site,,«the:,
EPA .will' oversee a cleanup and
.bill *<the-r,.responsible • parties to
recover costs. The. process is Uke-
ly.;to; take years and. some esti-
mates, of the cost exceed $100 mil-
lion. • - " . ' . < •' • ••'•- .•. '••( \-. '• '
• Molycorp and the state environ-
ment ..'department rhave.- been
"" ' • ! : - " i l ; * i ' " " . f i-.u.. ' • ,"• - . > : - ••••
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involved in secret negotiations in
recent months to try to come lo
terms over the cleanup without
the Superfund designation.

1 Those negotiations are now on-
the rocks. - • •

WUL'ara . Turner, natural
resources trustee for New Mexi-

• co,'said Wednesday he believes
Molycorp has been in- a state of
denial for the last 16 years about
the: effect of its mining on the
environment. He said he's sur-
prised Molycorp wouldn't jump at
the chance to work-out an agree-
ment .with the state to clean up the
site and avoid the cumbersome,
expensive Superfund process.

"It just-boggles ray mind that
they wouldn't take this-carrot
that we've offered them,";Turner
said of Molycorp. - ' • ; - . • • .
;! In October, Turner's .office
released a report that concluded •

•that pollution from waste rock
: piles at-the. mine is polluting the
Red River and ground water in

!' • the area with acidic drainage and
some heavy metals.

• VShoemaker said Wednesday that.
the company", doesn't believe
Superfund listing is justified. He.

• declined to talk about any particu-
lar points .of ..disagreement with
state regulators in the negotiations .

. to try'to av.oid Superfund listing. •
'The mine-employs JSO people,

. Shoemaker said. He said he did-'
n't know%hether the-raine would

:.cpntinue , to operate if. it's
declared a Superfund site. .

•'Molycorp i has submitted,
detailed information about the
mine site to various state agen-
cies that Shoemaker said estab-
lishes to .the company.'s satisfac-
tion that it's not responsible for
pollution in the area.

••"We do have a very 'compre-.'1

hensive package with the stale'•/••
with • the Mining Act and .the

. Water Quality. Act that would- .-
address any issue that Superfund
would address, so we really don't'
understand why this is going on,"
Shoemaker said. "That's basical- !

ly our position." . . . ' : - : . .
.Maura Hanning, program man-

ager, of. the Superfund Oversight.,.,
Sec tio.n'Of-the.state, environment.^^;

• department, said •W.edne^day.-shel\;'°|i
intends to meet.with.the^raayors^y.
of'.the villages of Questa^andiRedi^1i;
River next:week and try to secure^N i.
their'!support 'for the! Superfund£'«;,!
designation.- If'.the'••mayoris^don't^'ii'j
suppprtthe'designatiqhVJshelsaid^":'' ^
she1;1'will. use'.;ithe; meetings...to',. ';•'

. explain ^.designation prpcess. '-.̂  ^
• Hanning said .her\office is.still.Lj <'jj{

talking to Molycorp. Yet she said;
the.company has balked .at'.the,'~"x-
state's demand that the company .'., .
commit to cleaning up., the .site. ... .
She said the company;has; always7^.-.-'
.been, willing to investigateXtb.e>i\o:;:--
causes of pollution in the area7'; * V '"

• ;"Their, concern is that "we're
asking them to'write a'blank :;. ;
check," Hanning said, of Moly-; '.. v

cprp. ' ' '.>;''.' . :''.-«'.'";.-,:'.*'.-«3':'.V.v^
•While Hanning.'said the-statei'-.tv'1

will remain.'
Molycorp
agreement./
Superfund .designation; she'said,
"we just haven't'seen any activi-

. . assessment team leader.wlth the \;^j
| EPA in JDallas;'said'Wednesday ?r:j
j her office is still working"onthe ;.;£-
~ Molycorp-site.but.intends to sub- \':^.
' mit-its 'proposal- ' to the EPA's !'-'*'

national, off ice in time for--the
. proposed listing to be published ..

in the Federal Register late next • --U!
month. ' '• • -" ' • ' . • ' . • : . ' ' ': .-'; '
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. IE the Molycorp site is placed
on the list next month, Webster
said the next step will be. an
investigation ".to ̂ 'determine 'the
risks the site-poses -to'human
health and the/environment!-The'
investigation will also list.alter.- ;

.natives for cleaning iip the.site..:'
The investigation process will

include public hearings '- and
opportunities for public comment,:

Webster said. It would probably
take a couple of years to reach a
formal decision about how to
clean up . the site and actual
cleanup work would follow that. '

; Brian Shields, executive direc-
tor.of Amigos Bravos — a TWs
County environmental group —
said Wednesday .his group fully
supports Superfuod designation
f o r t h e mine site. • ' * . . . -

. j "We want cleanup and we want
cleanup assurance,"- Shields said.
"We want a mechanism that is

'reallyenforceable.11.-.^ '.-Ĵ ?:. 'i-
{While .many in Taos" County

. fear • the .economic effect of
declaring the mine a Superfund

. site, Shields said a Superfund
cleanup would be a.tremendous
economic boon for area residents
\yho now work in mining because
much of the cleanup would
involve earth-moving work. ' '
.Once the site Is cleaned up,

Shields said he expects that the
entire area would benefit from
increased tourism due to better
fishing in the Red River and a
cleaner environment. • •• .
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